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eye is withdrawn slowly, the right asterisk will, of course,
appear to approach the left, but when the eye is five or six
inches from the paper, the right-hand asterisk will vanish,
only to reappear again as the eye is withdrawn still further.
This phenomenon is explained by the fact that when the eye
is in this particular position the eye lens throws the image of
the right-hand asterisk on to the blind spot. See also page 210.

The Contents of the Eye

The eyeball contains: (1) The aqueous humour, in front of
the lens.    (2) The crystalline
lens.   (3) The vitreous hum-
our, behind the lens.

The aqueous humour is a
watery liquid occupying the
chamber between the crystal- INT."
line lens and the cornea. The
crystalline lens is a translu-
cent solid body, composed
of soft gelatinous living tis-
sue, situated immediately
behind the pupil and partly
imbedded in the vitreous
humour. It is convex on
both sides, but more so be-
hind. In early life it is nearly spherical and softa but becomes
more flattened, firmer, and amber-coloured with advancing
age. The lens is held- in position by its capsule and suspen-
sory ligament. The vitreous humour is a jelly-like material
lying at the back of the lens and occupying about four-
fifths of the interior "of the globe. The above three substances
are transparent, and with the cornea constitute the refractive
media of the eye, which conjointly act as a converging lens,
the function of which is to bring the rays of light to a focus
upon the retina.

Fig. 91.   INSERTION OF THE
STRAIGHT MUSCLES.
SUP., Superior Rectus; INF. (below), In-
ferior Rectus; EXT., External Eectua;
INT., Internal Rectus.